Frequently Asked Questions

CARSON VALLEY OPEN STUDIO ART TOUR

My name is Renee Ekleberry.  I am an artist and the coordinator of the Carson Valley Open Studio Art Tour and several art competitions throughout the year.  I used to be a Project Manager at Apple Computer in the San Francisco Bay Area and volunteer a lot of time to promote the arts in Carson Valley Nevada.  Though there are sometimes sponsors and an occasional grant, I coordinate the tour on my own.  

Who Can Participate?

Any artist or craftsperson who has a studio within fifteen miles of downtown Minden.  Commercial businesses displaying artworks for sale may participate as advertisers and locations will be noted on the map.

What is An Open Studio Art Tour?

When an artist invites the public to their home or studio (or alternate location) to view and purchase that artwork.  It is a “win-win” for the artists and for the patron of the arts.  Artists can show and sell their framed and unframed art easily without dragging it and shipping it.  Art lovers and patrons can meet and talk with artists.  They can see how and where artists create their work!

Where Can I exhibit My Work If I Do Not Have a Studio?

You, together with your friends, can beg, borrow or rent space – garage, storage, retail space, B&B???  Maybe a landlord or retail will donate space for your art.  Some artists may allow others to share their studio space with them.  Start looking NOW for space.

What If I cannot Show Both Days?

Your dates will appear on the published version of the map.  If you or a representative are unavailable, mark that information on your registration.

What About Publicity?

· Website (ekleberry.com)

· Newspaper Press Releases

· Posters, flyers, postcards

· The FREE Art Tour Map

· Radio & TV Spots (Public access)

· Magiko advertising through the Carson Valley Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Board

· Stodick Estates and Development Dynamics signage

How Will People Know Who I Am and Where My Studio or Business is Located?

Your information and studio location will be listed on the published map and also on the website.

Also, a sample(s) of your art will be on display for a few weeks before the tour at the location of the Sample Exhibit/Artist’s Reception.  

Signs and balloons will be by your studio the days of the tour.

How will people get the Free Map?

· At the location of the sample show and Artists’ Reception

· Direct mail to those who have requested one and my mailing lists

· Pick-up locations prior to the tour.

· Local businesses including art galleries and frame shops.

· Artist’s mailing lists – artist will send invitation postcards or e-mail blasts.

What does it cost to go on the Tour?

NOTHING – It’s FREE for Art Patrons

What Does It Cost An Artist to Be on The Tour?

· Choice #1 - One Artist - $100 registration fee PLUS 10% commission on sales.

Two or Three Artists at the same location:  If more than one artist is at a location then it cost $70 for each artist PLUS 10% commission on all sales.

· Choice #2A – (One Artist) $250 for Studio location – NO COMMISSIONS

· Choice #2B - (Two or three artists) - $350 for Studio location – NO COMMISSIONS

For GALLERIES and BUSINESSES

· Gallery Choice #1 - One Artist - $100 registration fee PLUS 10% commission on sales.

Two or Three Artists at the same location:  If more than one artist is at a location then it cost $70 for each artist PLUS 10% commission on all sales.

· Gallery Choice #2A – (One Artist listed on Map) $250 for Gallery location – NO COMMISSIONS

· Gallery Choice #2B - (Two or three artists Listed on Map) - $350 for Gallery location – NO COMMISSIONS

What If My Art Sells from the Sample Exhibit?

Commission on sales – 25%.  If the customer insists on removing the work before the end of the tour (visitors to the area) you may replace that artwork – and, hopefully, that one will sell as well!

Why a Registration and Commission Fee???

· Graphic Design and production of marketing materials

· Publicity and Map Printing, Distribution, Postage

· Postcards to mail and distribute, Postage

· Publicity 

·  Website expenses

I spend a lot of time and energy, project management skills and money organizing, coordinating and marketing the Carson Valley Open Studio Art Tour.  I wish I had the resources to pay for the whole thing – perhaps someday I will!  If you honestly  feel that you cannot afford to pay the fees outlined but you really want to be on the tour, please call me at  (775) 782-1124 and we will work something out.

                                          Hearts,      

                                              Renee
